
Prairie Food Web
Before Indiana became a state in 1816, the natural 

environment looked very different than it does today. At 
LC Nature Park, you will see some of the plants, such as 
prairie grasses and wildflowers, that grew in Indianaʼs 
prairies. Bison and elk also roamed parts of Indiana. 

A food chain  is a diagram that shows how energy is 
transferred from one living organism to another. A food 
web shows how multiple food chains interact. 

Add arrows to create your own food web that might 
have existed before 1816 in Indiana. 

Who was responsible
 for the extinction of 
bison and elk in 

Indiana in the 
1800s? How        
did this change the 
food web here?

Bald Eagle

Red Fox Meadowlark

Bison
Prairie Clover

Grasshopper

Prairie Grasses

Mouse Butterfly



Prairie Food Web Answer Key
Before Indiana became a state in 1816, the natural 

environment looked very different than it does today. At 
LC Nature Park, you will see some of the plants, such as 
prairie grasses and wildflowers, that grew in Indianaʼs 
prairies. Bison and elk also roamed parts of Indiana. 

A food chain  is a diagram that shows how energy is 
transferred from one living organism to another. A food 
web shows how multiple food chains interact. 

Add arrows to create your own food web that might 
have existed before 1816 in Indiana. 

Who was responsible
 for the extinction of 
bison and elk in 

Indiana in the 
1800s? How        
did this change the 
food web here?

Bald Eagle

Red Fox Meadowlark

Bison
Prairie Clover

Grasshopper

Prairie Grasses

Mouse Butterfly


